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THE WOOD SORREL. 

( Oxalis acetosella,) 


Class, Decandria. Order, Pentagynia. Nat. Ord. 
Oxalideae. 


In our woods and shady lanes, or in the midst 
of some lonely vale, fertile as lovely, and peaceful 
as fertile ; down which winds a crystal streamlet, 
the haunt of the trout, whose meadows are co- 
vered with the large yellow blossoms of the Marsh 
Marigold (Caltha palustris), and the pretty pur- 
plish white flowers of the common Bitter Cress 
(Cardamine pratensis), and which seems to be en- 
riched with an almost unaccountable superabund- 
ant fruitfulness, the Oxalis rises its pencilled head 
from the moist banks, the 

“ Wood sorrel that hangs her cups, 

Ere their frail form and streaky veins decay 
O’er her pale verdure ; till parental care 
Inclines the shortening stems, and to the shade 
Of closing leaves her infant race withdraws.” 

Gisborne. 

The leaves are on long, weak, hairy stems, the leaflets 
drooping and purple at the back — the leaves are 
divided in three parts, similar to the clover leaf, 
and each division is inversely heart-shaped— the 
flower stalks are longer than the leaves, each 
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bearing a delicate, drooping, inodorous white 
flower, prettily streaked with purple : the whole 
plant has an agreeable acid flavour ; and oxalic 
acid is extracted from it. On the hedge banks 
and in woods it often has for its companion 

THE WOOD ANEMONE. 

(Anemone nemorosa.) 

Class, Polyandria; Order, Pclygynia ; Nat. Ord., 
Ranunculaceae. 

It derives its name from Anemos, the wind, and 
is often called the wind flower. 

“ Then thickly strewn in woodland bowers, 
Anemonies their stars unfold. 

Then spring the sorrel’s veined flowers, 

And rich in variegated gold.” 

Three divided leaves stand round at some distance 
from the blossom, on the single flowered stem. 

“ The coy Anemone that ne’er discloses 
Her lips, until they’re blown on by the wind,” 

presents a pleasing and cheerful appearance thickly 
scattered among the stumps of a wood, and rising 
between the withered leaves which cover the 
ground. The blossoms are generally white, but 
sometimes they have a delicate pink tinge like a 
maiden's blush, and the back is often streaked. 
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